
WEATHER.
Partly rloudv and cooler tonight. Tues¬

day fair, <*r»ntinned oor»l; gentle to mod¬
erate shifting winds.
Temperature past twent?-four hours:

High. 61. at .1 p.m. yesterday, lr»w. 53,
at 7 a.m. today.
For fu!! report see page 1*.
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Mighty Armada of Naval Craft
Gathers in Four-Mile Line

in Hudson River.

BATTLESHIPS TO THUNDER
TWENTY-ONE-GUN SALUTE

Mr Wilson Sees Parade of Sailors,
Marines and Militiamen in

Drizzling Rain.

LATER GUEST AT LUNCHEON

Tonight Official Party Will Bo En¬

tertained at Dinner by Admiral

Fletcher Aboard the Wyoming
and Watch Water Carnival.

NKW YORK. May 17..A
mightv armaria of battleship®, de¬
stroyers. submarines and auxiliary
craft, the nation's bulwark in case

of war, swung at anchor in the
Hudson river today, groomed for
review bv the President of the
United States.
The most powerful array of

fighting chips ever assembled in
an American port, sixty-four in
all. the fleet stretched for four
miles in a double line of solemn
gray, but touched with gayer col-
ors where pennants and ensigns
streamed from fighting top and
masthead in honor of the occa¬

sion. Each battleship was in
readiness to thunder out the
presidential salute of twenty-one
guns when the navy yacht May¬
flower. with the President on the
bridge, passed it during the after¬
noon.

Mayflower Anchors at Midnight.
«>rvoy(»»i 1,y fhp cruiser Tialtlmore.

the Mayflower, bringing the President
from Washington. reached the harbor
last night and after a short halt near
Tompkinsville steamed up the river tfy
snrhorage off West 41st street. It was
sfter midnight when she arrived there,
and the President and his party, ex¬
pert trig a lone day of ceremonies, had
retired for the night. A squad of po¬
licemen and a patrol guard from Sec¬
retary Daniels' yacht, the Dolphin, re¬
mained on guard at the 41st street
landing throughout the night.
The naval review, preceded In the

forenoon by a land parade, was on the
program as the t hief ceremonial fea¬
ture of the ten da\s' visit of the At¬
lantic fleet to this port. Tomorrow
the demonstration will end with the
departure of the fleet for a naval war j
game along the Atlantic coast.
Three times since the ships of Ad¬

miral Dewey returned from the victory
of Manila bay seventeen years ago
has New York been the formal host
of a 1'nited States fleet, but never since
Dewey's return has the presence of
the warships here aroused greater pa¬
triotic interest than on tins occasion.
Hundreds of thousands thronged the

frtr*ets at an early hour to witness the
Jand parade, later to seek vantage
points on the Hudson water front. The
city was in holiday attire and decked
with flags.

President Reviews Parade.
T; is morning the President set out

for shore aboard a navy launch to per-
fo m the first, duty; of the dayN ...v «.«*>, «t re-
vievs of the land parade of sailors.!
marines and New York state naval
n;:!'tia. nearly 6.0^0 strong Waiting
to greet him at The foot of 4Jst street
were represcntat!v*»s of the mayor's
«.!* if-ns committee. an escort of
mounted police and a great crowd of
**.*'.zen» Automobiles were on hand
to carry the President and his official
party to the reviewing stand tn front
of the publ!< library, at 5th avenue
and 4Zd street.
Extraordinary preca utfons had been

taken to protect the chief executive.
Tn addition to the usual secret service
guards and the uniformed police, the !
whole detective force, 600 strong, had
been ordered to report and assigned to
stations along the li::e of march.
Meanwhile a'l wan bustle and ac-

tivity aboard the sixteen dreadnaughts j
In the river. From each ship 250 blue-
jackets and sixty marines were landed)to form four regiments of bluejackets j*rd one of marine*, under the com¬
mand of Admiral Dewltt Coffrnan, bri¬
gade commander Not a few of the
officers and men had dist inguished
themselves ;<t a less peaceful landing!
party »-t Vera Cruz more than a year,
ago Betweer f «h regiment marched
? s'¦ p's band, ar u r#»Kim»-nt of New
York state naval milttia swung in be¬
lling

iT*ie line of rrarch. densely packet!
with spectators, was along 25th street
to 5th avenue, up 5th avenue to 57th
street, to Broadway and up Broadway
to the embarking point at t he foot of
7*Mh street. The In id of the parade I
t-enehed the reviewing stand about'
i1' '.'.0 o'clock. Her*- Admiral Fletcher!
m d other high officers of the fleet'
A't.ng Major McAneri) and other local!
! 'j'uolea bad scats v, ith the President.

Rain as Parade Forms.
A sharp rain spotted the natty uni¬

forms of the sailors'with mud as they
swung Into parade formation shortly
after 10 o'clock atid headed north on
:,th avenue for the reviewing stand.
Soon after they started the ruin changed
again to a drizzle. A solid wall of um¬brella", dripping rivulets of water,sheltered the thousands who had come!
to see and cheer along the line of
inarch.
President Wilson left the Mayfloweri»* a launch and came ashore at the

fool of West 41st street at 10 15 o'clock.
He was accompanied by Acting MayorMcAneiiv and \V. Duncan Butler, vice
« 1.airman of the citizens' committee,
whom he had invited aboard the May¬flower As he entered an automobile to
drive to the reviewing stand the two
troops of mounted police who had ea-
orted Mr McAncnj t«» the p.er started

their horse* in a canter. As they clat-
1Continued on Tenth Page.;

Inquiry Into All Transactions
Since Signing of Agree¬

ment to Be Made.

MIGHT FIND DIFFICULTY
IN PROSECUTING CASES

Experience of "Jones." Who Got
$52 85 Cash 'for $123.30 in

Notes, Is Cited.

An important development today In
connection -with the charges that the
"loan shark ' law is being violated by
loan companies in the District of Co¬
lumbia was the assignment of Detec¬
tive Kvans to the task of Investigating
fvcry "lonn shark" loan since the
agreement was signed between the flf-
t.pn loan companies and the corpora¬
tion counsel's office by which hundreds
of loans, at usurious rates of Interest,
werie settled.
No warrants have been asked for.jnone issued, and there will he nothing

done in ih's line until Corporation
Counsel Syme reads the detectives re"|port. IOfficial"! of the District governmentIntimated today that there might be
eravp difficulty in bringing a successful!
prosecution in the Police Court based
on a transaction wherein no loan fig¬ured, biit merely notes to pay back
money still due on an old transaction.

Typical Case Is Cited.
Detectives. 1n searching: the loan

shark situation probably will run upon
the trail of the case of a man whose
name must he withheld because of the
possibility of trouble with his employ¬
er. For narrative purposes his name
may be called Jones.
Tn the little parlor of the little flat

where Jones lives there is a little fur¬
niture. A loan shark manager has threat¬
ened to hark a wagon to the door and
take that furniture, together with all the
other furniture in the house, and all be¬
cause of a note signed for $123.30. of
which amount Jones received $52.85 In
cash.
This is the way the note happened to

bear Jones' signature:
Many months ago Jones had to bor¬

row a little money and went to a "com¬
pany* where brilliant promises Mere
made of easy money on easy payments.He got his money, and a little later
added to the loan, and still later added
two more borrowings. The principal
seemed to multiply fast enough, but
the interest multiplied amazingly, so
that when the loan shark law was en¬
acted. and a method of stopping the
loan shark practices under the law was
reached at the District building, the
Jones case was settled so that the loan
shark dropped about $70 usurious in¬
terest and called off further collections
But thev did not drop the name of

Jones from their list. Knowing human
nature, the loan shark sent circulars
to the .Tones family telling them that
their credit was always good. The let¬
ters were most friendly; had they been
invitations to dinner they could not
contain more friendly solicitations
Unfortunately. Jones has destroyed
these masterpieces of suggest on, but
his description of them is vivid.

Jones Receives a Call.
T^ater a man from the loan shark

came to call:
"Is Mr. Jones at home?"
No, Mr. Jones was not at home, but

would Mrs. Jones do? The loan man

thought so, and Mrs. Jones stepped
into the parlor:
"Mrs. Jones, I come from'rhe loan

company. Don't you think you'd like
to borrow a little money from uh
some time? Tou know we've always
thought your credit very good.''
Mrs. Jones. 1t so happened, was anx¬

ious to set some important things for
housekeeping, and the whole weight
of the alluring loan shark letters
pressed upon her desire to inake her
purchases right away. She asked ajfew questions about the matter, and
just about decided to make a loan of
about $50, but would have to consult
her husband lie was willing, assurn-
ing that the loan shark law protected
him from extortion of any sort, and
began negotiations for a loan.
..Well." beKan the loan shark, "of

course we can't lend you any new
money until we get back from you
the interest we had to gi\e up in the
corporation counsel s office'.
IV that time the intended borrowers

had been led by an alluring promise,right up to the point of getting some
money, and were about to feel the
crisp bills in their hands, when this
sudden obstacle intervened:

His Method of Reasoning.
"Now, of course, we have always

presumed you to be perfectly honest.
Mrs Jones "

I
"Oh, certainly, and we want to pay

our honest debts"
"So we have thought that you would

not want us to suffer an injustice."
"No. indeed."

;.*We always stood by > ou when you
wanted money and were hard up; and
now W' think that if we lend you
some more inou*> you ought to be will¬ing to pa> us back that interest which
the corporation counsel took from us."
The little household affairs began to

fake on a great importance. The $50,
so eislly felt in the hand after the
mere signing of a name, seemed so
close The whole scheme was working,
out so we'll for the loan shark whose
power of suggestion was remarkable,if Mrs Jones and her husband refused
to pay "their honest debts" there would
he no chaJice of refurnishing the little

A nd' so they agreed to load their
hacks with the burden v'neh the law
had lifted from them a year previous
They agreed to pay their "honest
debts" by allowing the loan shark to
write a dishonest credit.

Numerous Papers for Signature.
In his office the loan shark produced

a mass of papers and operated them
with skill One paper was to be signed
here, quickly blotted and shoved out of
sight, another was to be signed here,
blotted and shoved out of 4ight; another
was to be signed in a hurry
However, Just at this point somethingoccurred in another room and the shark

left bis victims alone. Mrs. Jones, com¬
pletely overwhelmed by the charity and
benevolence of the shark, hastily and
with confessed guilt dared to peep at
one of the papers she had signed. She
cannot repeat it word for word, but it
started out with something like this:

.The borrower has read this agree¬
ment and promises to pay bactv all the
interest on his old loan and relin-
qulshes all claims against the I>oan
Company."

fn this case the borrower did read it.
^Continued on Second ge-j

BITTERLY ARRAIGNS
TREASURY'S REPLY

Attorney for Riggs Bank
Brands Statements in Affi¬
davits "Deliberate Lies."

CONTROLLER "NULLIFIED"
THE LAW, HE DECLARES

Vitriolicly Excoriates Federal
Officials for "Willful Misstate¬
ments" Contained in Briefs Filed.

Vitriolic excoriation of John Skeltoti
William®, controller of tlie currency;
Secretary McAdoo. and of statements
and allegations contained in the brief
and the answer? filed by the Treasure
Department in the suit for injunction
filed by the Riggs bank against Sec¬
retary McAdoo, Controller William?
and Treasurer Burke marked the open¬
ing address of Frank J Hogan of
counsel for the bank, before Justice.
McCoy in the District Supreme Court
this morning
The terms ."deliberate attempt to de-

rei ve 'wilful misstatement" and "de¬
liberate lie'' were applied by Mr. Hogan
to certain statements contained in the
answer of the Treasury officials, the at¬
torney- for the bank citing page, para¬
graph and line of the briefs and an
swers and comparing them with what
he asserted to be true statements of the
facts involved.
A formidable array of counsel repre¬

sented the opposing sides when court
rnnvened this morning. Mr. Hogan
for the bank, being assisted by former
Senator Joseph Bailey and Ft. Ross
Ferry , while the Treasury officials were
represented by Samuel Untermyer as
chief counsel, with T/ouls P. Brandeis.
Jesse C. Adkins, Charles Warren, as¬
sistant Attorney <;eneral. and John E
l.askey, l.'nited States attorney.
At the openiTts of court Justice .Tc-

Cov said two days would be allowed for
the hearing, but urged counsel to com¬
plete In one <lav If possible. It was not
believed, however, that eo little time
would be sufficient.

Motion to Dismiss Bill Overruled.
The usual motion to dismiss the hill

of the bank was made and overruled,
following which Attorney Hogan asked
leave to file four affidavits having di¬
rect bearing on points contained in the
answers filed by the Treasury officials
One of the affidavits was that of
Charles C. Glover, president of tlie
Riggs Bank; two were by Joshua
livp.ns. jr.. and one by Miss I-otta M
Taylor.
In Miss Taylor's affidavit she spe¬

cifically denies that she has been ex¬

pelled from the Treasury building,
where she was employed to perform
certain duties for the National City
Bank of New York.

....In bis opening statement Attorney
Hogan called attention by voluminous
citations to the laws governing tlie
conduct of national banks, especially
those portions of the law regjiriliiiK
calls for statement of condition of the
banks, calls for special Htatements. to¬
gether with the time limit for making
such statements and penalties for lan-
ure or refusal to make them.
He asserted that f'ontroller Williams

on numerous occasions had "usurped the
prerogative of legislation," and declared
that he had "amended and changed tlie
plain letter of the law' as regards the
assessment of penalties, setting time
limits for the making of special reports,
and had then sought to escape res|>onsl-
bility for such acts by revoking such pen¬
alties This, asserted Attorney Hogan.
was done without shadow of warrant of
law.

Legal Reserve Exceeded, He States.
Commenting on a statement of the

Treasury officials in regard to the con¬

dition of th| Riggs hank's legal re¬
serve for a specified period. Mr. Hogan
made the siartllng assertion that "no
more damnable half-truth had ever

been devised for the purpose of de¬
ceiving the court and misleading the
public" He purported to show, by a

complete statement of the bank's re¬

serve for the period covered in tlie
statement of the Treasury officials, that
tlie average for the period was higher
than is required by law. while the
statement of the Treasury officials, by
omitting certain flays on which the re-I
serve was far above that required by¬
law. had forced an average consul- jeralily lower

.Mr Hogan's most startln g denuncia¬
tion'caine just before court took the
noon recess. He liar been speaking of
the employment of Miss Taylor in the,
office of the controller, v. here she re¬

ported on national bank matters to the
National city Bank of Sew York. .Such
employment, he declared, was provided
for by law. and was in no manner to
be construed as improper.
Calling attention to a paragraph in

the answer of Controller Williams, in
which it was stated that, after a cer-

vtiKK Titvlor was no longertain date MI»» l+>Mury Department.
Mr. Hogan asserted that the statement

^Iter^aU lig^the^ word's, Mr. Hogan de
rlared that at the time the statement
was made "Miss Taylor was employed
U the Treasury Department; that she
ad been continuously so employed,
hat she was in the office of the con-

roller of the currency as she had a
.. to tie under the law. and thatjifhn Skelton Williams knew that the

was there."
Statement "a Deliberate Lie."

Turning to Mr. Cntermeyer. Attorney
Hogan said:
"Make a note of that. Mr. t ntermevei ;

note that 1 said that statement was a

deliberate lie."
Mr Vntermeyer replied. "1 am notingit! Mr. Hogan.regretfully noting it."
In the main, Mr. Hogan's statement was

devoted to an analysis of national bank¬
ing laws and to specific instances in which
he asserted that in a desire to hamper
and embarrass the Riggs bank the law
had been Ignored, nullified, amended
arid "distorted" to suit the purposes of
Controller Williams. His opening address
occupied almost the entire morning, ami
was not completed when the court re¬
cessed at 12 ;30 o clock.

Counsel in Spirited Tilt.
A spirited tilt between counsel

ensued when former Senator Bailey
sought to find out whether a printed
volume of correspondence between
the bank and the Treasury Depart¬
ment was to be considered as evidence.
Mr. Bailey wished to be allowed to re¬
fer by agreement to portions of the
contents of the booklet. Mr. L'nter-
niever objected.
"Why'" said Mr. Bailey. "You had

this printed and gave It publicity."
Mr t'ntermeyer was on his feet in a

Jiffy He denied that tue government
was giving any publicity to the case
"1 am glad," he said, "thai this case
v, S come from tlie form of public ty

^Continued on Ninth l'age.>
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6,000ARE MASSAC®
BY KURDS ANO TURKS

Slaughter of Armenians at Van Re¬
ported by Russian Consul

in Persia.

T.DNDON, May 17. 2:14 p.m .Six
thousand Armenians have been mas¬

sacred at Van, in Armenia, Asiatic
Turkey, according to a dispatch re¬

ceived in official quarters in London
today from the Russian consul at Uru-
miah, Persia.
This message is dated May 15. It

adds that the Armenians are defending
themselves to the utmost against the
Turks and Kurds arrayed against
them, but that help is urgently needed.

Menaced for Many Weeks.
News dispatches from Persia, Ar¬

menia, and transraucasla, in Russia,
have set forth for several weeks that
the position of the Armenians in Tur¬

key as well as In northwestern Persia
was one of grave danger, but no mes¬

sage has conveyed any Indication of
such extensive massacring as docs this
reoort to London. If It is true, the
Armenian situation has entered upon
a period whicth threatens to rival the
conditions of 1S95.
Kurds and Turks have been persecut¬

ing the Armenian residents of these
localities for several months. Many
have been killed, while large numbers
have been driven away as slaves. The
city rtf Van has normally 30,000 In¬
habitants. It is the seat of an Im¬
portant American mission, and the
missionaries have taken an active part

in tfie protection of Armenians from
Turkish and Kurdish attack.
Terrible massacres of Armenians In

1S95. which resulted in international
action for enforcement of the reforms,
occurred in October and November.
Something like 15,-000 people were
killed In these months.

ACCUSES RESERVE BANKS
OF NEUTRALITY VIOLATION
BERLIN, May 17. by wireless to Say-

ville, N. T..Writing for the Vossische
Zettumr, Prof. Jastrow, the economist,
pays that the acceptance and indorse¬
ment by federal reserve banks in the
1'nited States of notes in payment for
arms and ammunition purchased by
agents of belligerent nations constitute
a violation of neutrality, inasmuch as
such notes are legal obligations of the
United States government.

LORD BROOKE TO COMMAND
BRIGADE OF CANADIANS

LONDON, May 17..The Daily Express,
says it understands that Lord Brooke
is to be promoted to be a brigadier
general and given command of a bri¬
gade of Canadians. Lord Brooke is a

lieutenant colonel of the 8th Battalion
of the Territorials. He commanded the
2d Canadian Cavalry Brigade in 1913.
He Is thirty-three years old.

* i

AVIATORS DAMAGE GERMAN
TANNERIES $2,000,000

GKNEVA. May 17, via Paris, 4:05 p.m.
Information has been received here

that aviators of the allies have inflicted
damages amounting to more than
*2.000,000 to the tanneries at Strass-
burg, which are working on material
for the German army.

CoverWashingtonWith One Paper
THE EVENING STAR.

Net daily average circulation last week. . 73,268

This is one copy <>f The Star's one edition
for exactly every five and one-sixth persons.
men, women and children, white and colored.

The accepted figures for an average family
or household is five persons.

Over 90 Per Cent of Homes.
It is a conservative statement and proved by

careful investigation that The Star goes into
the homes of over 90 per cent of people who
read any paper whatever.

Such thorough circulation is practical econ¬

omy for any advertiser who wishes to cover the
field at a minimum ccfct. "The proof of the
pudding is in the eating thereof."

Last week's advertising of local merchants
and business men:

City circulation alone
Official census of population

64,193
331,069

Practical Economy.

Column*.

The Evening Star 579.37
262.94
212.19
180.70

2d newspaper
3d newspaper
4th newspaper

Cunard Liner Puts in at Greenock.
Scotland. Instead of Liverpool,

and Proceeds to Glasgow.
\

LIVERPOOL. May 17. 7:2* a.m..The
Cunard line steamship Transylvania
arrived safely at Greenock, Scotland,
at 3 o'clock this morning:.
When the vessel sailed from New

York this city was supposed to be her
destination, hut her course was changed
to minimize the danger of passing
through the Cferman "war zone."
LONDON. May 17. 12:52 p.m..A tele¬

gram from Greenock to the Exchange
Telegraph Company says that the Tran-
sylvania has left that port to proceed to
Glasgow.
NEW YORK. May 17..Fears had

been felt for the safety of the Transyl-
v&nia, as she had a large cargo of con-

f" traband on board, and her usual course
to Liverpool, for which port she ciear-
ed, would take her near the point where
the Lusitania was struck and sunk by
a German torpedo May 6.

It was assumed in many quarters,
however, that because of the danger of
submarine attacks the Transylvania
would change her course and proceed
over a more northerly route, probably
to a Scotch port. This surmise proved
correct, as this morning's advices of
her safe arrival at Greenock, Scotland,
showed.
The Transylvania carried nearly 1,000

passengers, of whom twenty-eight, ac¬
cording to the passenger lists, were
American citizens.
Another dispatch received by the line

officials from Glasgow advised them that'the Liverpool passengers on the Transyi-
vania had been landed and would be sent
to their destination by rail.

TO TEACH HUMANITY.

American Humane Association Be¬
gins Observance of Week.

PHILADELPHIA, May 17..A nation¬
wide observance of humane week be¬
gan today under the auspices of the
American Humane Association. Mrs.
Mary F. Lovell of this city, president
of the association, has obtained prom¬
ises from many clergymen that their
sermons on next Sunday will be devoted
to a discussion of humane topics.
During the week open air lectures,

noon hour speeches at shops and fac¬
tories. parades and other demonstra¬
tions will be given by workers in the
cause, according to plans formulated
by leaders in the movement.

PASSENGERS SHOW ANXIETY.

Those Aboard the Philadelphia Sit
Up Last Night of Trip.

LIVERPOOL.. May 17. 7:20 p.m..The
passengers on board the American line
steamer Pliiladejphia, which arrived
liere yesterday from New York, ex¬
perienced during the voyage much
anxiety. Friday afternoon out in the
Atlantic off the west coast of Ireland
a cruiser appeared and approached the
liner.
A number of passengers spent Sat¬

urday night on deck in their chairs
with life belts beside them in case of
danger. The boats of the Philadelphia
were ready for use. The steamer kept a
course much farther out from the Irish
coast than the Lusitania was travers¬
ing when she was torpedoed.

President Heartily Commended.
BALTIMORE. May 17..Resolutions

were adopted last night by the national
conference of charities and correction
heartily commending the flrm and dig¬

nified course of the President of the
L'nited States, throughout the present
international dilliculties. a course that
has scrupulously maintained neutrality
toward the warring nations, that looks
to the preservation of peace with the
neoplos of the world and firmly up¬
holds the dignity of the United States
in the delcate situation of international
affairs.''

British Break Through Teuton
Lines Likely to Cause Re¬

treat, Experts Say.

FRENCH TELL OF DRIVE;
BERLIN STORY CONFLICTS

Russians Are Gathering on the San
to Retrieve Defeat in West

Galicia.

T.ONDON. May 17, 1:5* p.m..Field
Marshal Sir John French has broken
his silence in regard to the movements
of the British army northwest of I.a
Bassee with the announcement of an
advance of nearly a mile into the. Ger-
man line. This, together with the con¬
tinuance of the French thrusts both
north of Vpres and southwest of La
Rassee. constitute the outstanding fea¬
ture of the military situation today.
Military commentators here regard

the British advance as a genuine break
of the German line which, if main¬
tained. must mean a retreat for a con¬
siderable section of the invaders'
forces*.
Recapture of the bridge over the

Yser canal at Steenstraete by the
French deprives the Germans of their
last connection with the west side of
ihe waterway. German assaults on the
Hritish position at Ypres seem to have
spent, themselves, at least for the mo¬
ment. as Field Marshal French reports
Mil has been quiet there for the last
forty-eight hours.

Further Gains Reported.
Further Rains are reported by the

allies today In the first great effort of
the spring to roll back the German line,
now under way on the same ground
where thousands of lives wert lost last
fall In the German attempt to break
through to the English channel.
According to Berlin, the Germans are

holding their ground.
The French war office announces that

allied troops, crossing the Yser canal,
took German positions on the eastern
side at one point. A gain of ground
near Het Sas also is claimed.
The unrest in Asiatic Turkey during

the war has resulted in further attack®
by Turks and Kurds on Armenia.^ The
Russian consul at L
states that «.«00 Armenians have been
massacred in the province, of »»».

Following the recent British victories
in ?"rmanR Southwest Africa French
forces have invaded succeHefullj t
German colony of Kamerun A force
from French West Africa captured the
post of Esoka May 11.

Defeated Russians at Bay.
official reports from Tetrograd do

little to minimize the severity of the
defeat which the Russians have ex¬

perienced over practically the whole
line from central Polaijd to the Car¬
pathians. The victorious Germanic
armies have robbed the Russians of
most of the gains of the hard winter
and early spring campaigns, with the
exception of Peremsyl. which is closely
threatened on two sides by hostile
forces.
In the latest Petrograd communlca-

tlon there is a suggestion that the Rus¬
sians are couched behind the Rher San
in readiness for one of those sudden
movements such as previously have
turned defeat into victory for them.

it is evident that the Austro-Oerman
forces will leave nothing undone in
the attempt to force a crossing of the
Shu The Russians admit the loss of
fifty guns during the retreat of their
third armv to the San. but assert that
most of them were destroyed.

Zeppelin Driven Off.
Another Zeppelin nttack on seaside

resorts on the east coast early this
morning accomplished no more than
other recent air raids. British air¬
men however, were awaiting the Zep¬
pelin on this occasion, and after a

lively stern chase overtook it near
West llinder lightship A vigorous
Itta.-k by aeroplanes routed the Zep-peliVi. which, when last seen, had its
tail down and appeared to have been
damaged severely.
Germany s reply to America and

It'ilv's next step divide diplomatic m-
i ei est« Nothing has rea.hed I-ondon
to dissipate the impression that Ger-

answer will be more or less
negative. AS to Italy, the return of the
.s-tl-indra government with its polic}
intact and enormously strengthened"

public support, is accepted in Eng¬land as confirming the belief that
Italy will enter the war on the side
of the allies.

Spring Drive Is On.
Should the expected action of Italy

materialize, the allies will be In a better
position than ever to launch their big
offensive movement against Austria and

Germanv, which is being preceded on the
western front by a series of attacks,
furnishing a foretaste of what is to come.

Hardly had the German attacks on the
British line around Ypres exhausted them¬
selves and the French offensive to the
north of Arras shown signs of coming
to an end, than the British became the
-iggressors to the north of La Basse, and
'the French and Belgian troops com¬

menced their attempt to throw the tier-
mans back from the Yser canal.
These attacks, according to the French

official account, which, however, does not

agree with that from Berlin, were suc¬

cessful. and again compelled the Germans
to couliter-attack.the most costly of all
operations in siege warfare.

lc-io-htlng at both points was still in
progress yesterday, as well as In Arlois.
where the French added a further<"ii<rht eain to tho3e made during the
week and which, combined, constitute
the 'biggest forward movement of
either army in the west since the bat¬
tle of the Marne.
Viirhtilig also is in progress in the

Woevre. particularly to the west of i.ie
forest of ke Pretre, which the French
also won during the past week.

Position in East.
There does not appear to be much

change In the general positionjn Gali¬
cia although the Austro-German armies
have been able to make an additional
slight advance by the withdrawal of
the Russian rear guards, which have
been holding off the victorious troops

their own armies could get Into"ew positions behind the San river.
Thtn territory promises to be the scene
of another big battle, for the Russians,
strongly reinforced, will make a des¬perate effort to stem the tide which has
een running so strongly against them.
In the Russian border provinces along

the Kast Prussian frontier isolated en-

[continued on. Second, FftSD %

IITALY IN FOMENT
AWAITING ACTION
BY WARMINISTRY

Salandra Cabinet Convoked
Today Expected to Vote to

Begin Hostilities.

GERMAN PAPERS ADMIT
CONFLICT IS PROBABLE

-Blame Eventualities on Signer Son-
nino, Who Has Been Impervious

to Teutonic Influences.

CLASHES ON THE BOEDER

Austrians Defeated in Attempt to

Cross. Is Report.Trieste Women
Arc Killed in Riot by

Gendarmes.

PHEMIF.R S. K. A1TOMO

LONDON. May 17..Italy's
long-awaited decision for or

against war may he readied to¬

day. Premier Salandra has called
a meeting of tlic cabinet, the first
since the political crisis which re¬

sulted in the retention in office <>f
the Salandra ministry. The fin.il
decision may lie postponed, how¬
ever, until the assembling of par¬
liament, set for Thursday.

All Italy is in a state of fever
ish excitement, and the temper ot
the people is represented as over¬

whelmingly in favor of war.

Clashes between Austrian and
Italian frontier guards are re¬

ported. News dispatches from
the border say that an uprising
has occurred in Trieste, one of tlie
principal Austrian cities claimed
by Italy. A crowd composed
largelv of women became so vio¬
lent in anti-Austrian demonstra¬
tions that it was charged bv
troops, occasioning the death ot

forty-seven women and injury t"
more than 300. j

Germany Expects War.
A dispatch received her* from Am¬

sterdam says the North derman «!«-

zetee. commenting on the fart tji.«'
Signor Salandra hits retained the of¬
fice of premier of Italy, writes as fol¬
lows:
"This bowing before the popular

fashion is of the greatest significance
We must be prepared for a fateful ami

perhaps premature derision To
ready is everything. We are i«*ai
We have not had to fear a united ltai>.
and an Italy disrupted by revolution
will only he dangerous to herself
The Berlin Tageblatt. says m appeals

now that the entrance of Italy into th-
war. so long desired by Foreign Min¬
ister Son nino. can hardly be prevents.

Await Action of Cabinet.

ROMK. May 1«. via Paris. Ma\ IT .

Developments of the utmost importance
are experted tomorrow <Monda\ » in t >:.

affairs of Italy. Premier Salandra
called the first formal meeting <.! *

cabinet to be held sinre the passu.::
of the ministerial crisis. whi« h resulle.i
in his remaining in power wiih " v

tual vindication of his foreign poll*
It is ronsidered highly probable a defi¬
nite derision for peare or war may »>.
reached.

, .

The tension has been intensified
reoorted .lashes between Austrian and
Italian rr.mtler guards. The temp, t of
the Italian people has been more hiulilv
inflamed by .Uspat;:hes te"i"K ,,f .«

..woman's revolution" at Trieste Forty-
seven women are said lo have been
killed and 3lil> wounded there liv gen¬
darmes. when they charged a crowd
which was threatening the governors
palace. *

King Holds Conferences.

The kinK had a lengthy conference
yesterday with Lieut. Gen. fount Cadorna.
chief of staff, who afterward proceeded
to the war office and discussed the situ¬
ation with CSen. Zupelli. the minister of

The Austrian ambassador. Baron von

Macchio. conferred at the Villa Malta
with Prince von Buelow, the German am¬

bassador, for two hours.
The trend of events is considered most

significant, particularly in view of the
fact that clashes between Italian and
Austrian troops are reported to be oc¬

curring 011 the frontier. The Austrian*,
according to one report, liave attempted
to cross the boundary at one point, but
were repulsed by tho Italians, who tooic
one prisoner.
Most Remarkable Demonstration.
Official confirmation of the report that

tbe Salandra cabinet would rsmfuu In


